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IIT Delhi 2007

City structure, safety & public transport

LondonDelhi

 Actual area devoted to road space may not vary much
 Residential block/development size can vary in size
 Width of roads are different across cities

Large blocks Wide arterial roads More fatalities

Large blocks Long walk to bus Less use



Some universal human aspects for promoting safety

The social control 

of space through 

natural surveillance 

by people 

themselves. This is 

the universal in 

CPTED.

CPTED  - Urban Safety - Bo Grönlund

 NO BOUNDARY 

WALLS

 NO VERY WIDE  

STREETS

 NO GATED 

COMMUNITIES

 NO HIGH MEDIANS

 NO HIDING 

PLACES

 GREAT DEAL OF 

HUMAN ACTIVITY 

ON STREETS



A typical brick shelter found on a Valley Lines railway station in South 
Wales U.K. (left) and a redesigned transparent shelter (right) (Source: 
Cozens, 2004)

IIT Delhi 2009

33 per cent 
increase in annual 
passenger flows



What kind of city do we want?
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Street as Safe Social Space

Dunu Roy

• Legality of multiple 
users

• Norms for different 
users

• Affordability

• Leisure and recreation

• Vulnerability and safety

• Protest and socialisation

 Space for trade

 Space for work

 Space for para-transits

 Credit for occupation

 Services for users

 Producer-consumer 
linkages

 Land use of catchment
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• The car can be seen from the window

• Look-through balcony railings with good contact between the dwelling and the city

• You can even look into the supermarket from the outside – because its floor is lower
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Pre-conditions for a livable city
Promotion of walking / bicycling /public transport essential

Mixed land use
 Smooth & clean footpaths & bicycle lanes on EVERY road
 No boundary walls, gated compounds/communities
 No blank boundary walls, interesting things to see
 Shops, restaurants, kiosks, hawkers along footpath
 Junctions, traffic lights every ~ 300-400 m

 Discourage use of private transport
 Average car speeds around 15-20 km/h
 No parking at work place
 Public transport fares ~ Rs 1/km (same as motorcycle/km)
 All buses low floor, air conditioned

 Ensure safety
 No hiding places
 No high medians
 Narrow roads, not more than 2 lanes in each direction


